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Many brides are left with nothing but a fuzzy recollection of 
that pivotal moment when they walk down the aisle. In fact 
for some couples, the whole ceremony passes by in a blur. 

Which is a shame considering it’s the most significant part of the day. 
This certainly wasn’t the case for Hitchin-born bride Fiona, 35, who 
was brought up in Dumfries. On the contrary, she had a real moment 
of clarity: “I was very calm and I remember my shoulders completely 
relaxing when Monica, the singer, started. I just thought – this is it.”

Fiona’s emotions were heightened because her Dad had been quite 
ill before the wedding. “The most important thing to me was that 
my Dad was there and I was just about to marry the guy I love. It 
felt like everything melted; it was a very strange feeling but it was 
like everything just lifted and I felt complete and utter happiness,” 
she explains. “We were holding hands and I was looking at Geoff. I 
thought, this is the best moment of my life and I could see that he 
was thinking exactly the same thing. But that feeling of love and 
warmth, it was overwhelming.”

Fiona met DF Concerts supremo Geoff, 46, when she was the bar 
manager of famous Glasgow venue King Tut’s. “We first met years 
before we started seeing each other,” she remembers. “Geoff used 
to come in every so often to see the shows that he was promoting. 
We’d both just come out of relationships so it was good timing and 
it just happened one night. I don’t know if you could call it a date... 
it was a work thing that led on to a date. We were on a boat at the 
time; it was The Drum, the boat that was used in the Duran Duran 
video for the song ‘Rio’,” she laughs.

Fiona remembers finding Geoff quite a strong, commanding 
and even opinionated character. “But he’s also very gentle, 
very sensitive,” she says. “I knew he was the one person I could 
face everything with. We’re quite close in the sense that we’re 
united; it’s just that feeling that you can take everything in 
your stride together.”

Finding the one
Seven years and two kids later, Mancunian Geoff popped the 
question in New York. And Fiona says if he hadn’t done so that 

day, she was going to waive tradition and ask him herself. “We 
were going to the Empire State Building and I remember thinking, 
right, I’ll do it there if he hasn’t said anything. It was quite nice 
that it was in both our minds.”

Then once they got round to planning the wedding a couple of 
years later, the events supremos gave themselves just ten months 
to organise the whole thing. When they’d settled on a date that 
didn’t clash with Geoff’s busy schedule, they set to work looking 
for a venue. One visit to the Victorian gothic mansion Mount 
Stuart, on the Isle of Bute, was enough to seal the deal. It was love 
at first sight, says Fiona. “I just remember walking into Mount 
Stuart and thinking, gosh, this is like a mini Kelvingrove Art 
Gallery. The church, with the marble, is just phenomenal. I loved 
the features, loved the marble, loved the sandstone. It’s a lovely 
location as well.”

The couple had loads of help from family and friends. Fiona’s 
bridesmaid Susan was her “right-hand woman” throughout the 
experience; Daphne, Geoff’s sister, is a lay preacher and gave a 
blessing during the ceremony; the bride’s parents paid for the 
meal; Susan’s Mum made the favours; Fiona’s Mum was her voice 
of reason... As Fiona says: “The great thing is that people love 
weddings, so they really want to help.”

The couple also had plenty of help from friends in the industry. 
Their good friend Stuart is one half of techno outfit Slam, for 
instance, and he edited the soundtrack for the day. “We were in 
a good position to get help from lighting companies and sound 
companies,” she says.

Fiona’s dress was almost as easy to find as the venue, as the bride 
chose the second gown she tried on. “I knew roughly what I 
wanted. I’m a big fan of Vivienne Westwood but I knew with our 
budget, that was just not going to happen,” she laughs. Luckily she 
also loved Ian Stuart’s designs. “I’d taken my hairdresser and maid 
of honour shopping with me to Edinburgh. We picked out a couple 
of dresses in La Novia and one just fitted really well. It looked 
great, so that was it, that was the one.”

Between organising T in the Park and the papal visit, Fiona and Geoff somehow 
found time to plan a wonderful wedding day, as Ros Nash discovers

one day like this

WEDDING DATE Saturday 14 August 2010  
CEREMONY & RECEPTION Mount Stuart House and Gardens, Isle of ButeFiona Rosie and Geoff Ellis

134-139,140ComposePhotography_Anne.indd   135 17/03/2011   14:13



www.reallifeweddings.co.ukRLW SUMMER 2011136

The bride-to-be had taken advice from a friend at work who’d taken two years to 
fi nd the right dress and had eventually gone back to the fi rst dress she tried on. 
“She said you can keep trying and trying and trying to look for this dress that you 
think is the perfect one. And it comes down to, what do you think is the perfect 
dress?” Fiona knew the dress she’d chosen was beautiful, made her look great and 
worked with the venue, so she went for it. “I thought, let’s just tick that one off the 
list and move on. Then we went to Harvey Nics and had Champagne, so I think 
maybe the time was better spent there,” she laughs.

Event planning 
As her job involves event planning, the bride-to-be was in her element as the 
wedding plans took shape. “I was pretty calm most of the time. There was just the 
odd time I had a moment,” she admits. “I probably found it a bit stressful in June 
because T in the Park [which DF Concerts organises] was coming up. But that’s 
when you roll the girls out and go for a drink. I do remember Geoff and I having 
one argument, about his handkerchief. He bought a silver handkerchief and I was 
going, ‘That will not match!’ And then I realised it wasn’t really that important.”

July was always going to be a busy month, thanks to the work involved in bringing 
to life a major music festival, but there was another huge event that added to the 
couple’s stresses: “Geoff got asked to look after the papal visit, so that was a huge 
undertaking! I kind of lost him for a couple of weeks. DF was asked to turn around 
the Pope’s visit within six weeks, so I think all the stress was on him actually, rather 
than me,” she says. “I was happily in my moment, quite prepared. I had my little 
itinerary of everything I needed to do.”

The wedding morning was extremely busy, with lots of kids running around and 
the hairdressers somehow managing to style nine people. With the ceremony only 
a set of stairs away, getting the bride ready on time wasn’t too tricky. Indeed, it 
was the guests who needed some encouragement... “The problem was trying to get 
the guests into the church,” Fiona laughs. “We did the silly thing of offering them 

“There’s one in the forest that stands out because 
the greenery that’s behind us just makes it look 
like an enchanted forest; that sounds a bit like 

Disneyland doesn’t it?”

Our favourite photo...

”“I thought, this is the 
best moment of 

my life and I could 
see that he was 

thinking exactly the 
same thing
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a glass of Champagne beforehand, so they were quite happily 
drinking away. I was like, come on, I’m ready!” 

Fiona and her Dad walked down the aisle to ‘Today I Met The 
Boy I’m Going To Marry’ by Darlene Love. And rather than 
plumping for hymns, the congregation sang along to ‘Baby I 
Love You’ by The Ramones. There was a comedy moment when 
it came to Geoff’s vows. “The minister did a big pause when 
Geoff was to say ‘I do’, and then he said ‘Hold on, it’s not yet’. So 
when Geoff went to actually say it, he started singing ‘I do, I do, 
I do’, which was just hilarious.”

There was another musical highlight when the Cairn String 
Quartet performed a special arrangement of the Roberta Flak 
song, ‘The First Time I Ever Saw Your Face’ with singer Monica 
Queen. “It was lovely. Monica gave us a recording of the music 
afterwards, which was a very touching gesture.”

Surprises in store
After days of awful weather, the sun came out for Fiona and 
Geoff, so they were able to join their guests outside after the 
ceremony, as they tucked into canapés and Champagne. But 
the newlyweds were soon whisked away for a photo shoot with 
Susannah and Huma of Compose Photography. “They have such 
a good eye for beautiful shots,” Fiona says. “They captured the 
mood of the day really well. I think the more time you can spend 
with your photographer the better, because those shots will last 
a lifetime.”

The couple had hired a local piper for the day, who walked them in 
to the ballroom for dinner. “It was good that he knew the venue,” 
Fiona says. “He made us laugh walking down the stairs and I can 
tell you, walking down those stairs in those shoes was probably 
my biggest stress of the day! Hence the big cheer at the end.”

There were plenty of surprises in store for the guests, including 
a performance by Derren Brown-style magician Woody, of Top 
Class Magic.  “He was brilliant,” Fiona says. “He did a workshop 
for the kids because we decided not to have children at the meal. 
They had their own little area, which I think is the right thing 
because it’s quite a long time for the kids to be sitting through. 
So he kept them entertained. And then he walked round during 
the meal. I still have no idea how he did those tricks, he’s a real 
illusionist.”

The speeches were well-managed by Colin, a friend who stepped 
into the role of toastmaster. “He turned up with his high-vis jacket, 
headphones and a loudspeaker, which was just great,” Fiona says.

FIONA & GEOFF’S RLW SUPPLIERS

“It’s meant to be a really fun time, so 
take a step back if you feel it’s really 
getting a bit too much for you. Remember 
to laugh through it all. That was Geoff’s 

job, to keep me laughing. Enjoy it, it’s the best time 
of your life.”

bride to bride
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Fiona’s father opted to give his speech before dinner. “He was very lovely. 
Because Geoff’s such a big part of our family, it was really just him 
reaffirming that and welcoming Geoff. And inviting Geoff’s family to be 
a part of ours.”

For a man who’s usually quite comfortable speaking in public, Geoff was 
pretty nervous. “He was very witty, very funny. And it’s nice to have 
someone telling you how much they love you.”

Geoff’s speech was also tinged with sadness, as his parents and brother have 
passed away. “That was quite emotional but he said some lovely words 
about them and I think that was important for his sisters,” Fiona says.

The bride made a few new discoveries about Geoff during best man Rob’s 
speech, but he definitely saved the best till last: “Rob finished by saying he 
was going to hand over to someone he thought was probably Geoff’s new 
best man, and it was Joe, our son. There wasn’t a dry eye in the house. He 
just stood up, an eight-year-old, and made a speech. I couldn’t believe it. 
He reeled off two pages, really clearly, in front of 150 people. He got a big 
hug at the end.”

Predictably, music was an important part of the day for Fiona and Geoff. “It’s 
at the heart of everything that Geoff and I have ever done, it’s everything to 
us really,” Fiona says. “So Stuart from Slam helped us quite a lot, editing the 
tracks. He also DJed for us but we had a couple of other friends DJing too; 
Orde from Slam, and also Zammo, who does a lot of DJing.” 

A private moment
Although Slam is best known for techno, Stuart’s compilation had more 
of a disco feel to it. “The songs were moments in time that you remember 
and that make you feel good, tracks that you’d want to dance to all night 
long.” Stuart also remixed Elton John’s ‘Tiny Dancer’ for the first dance. 
“I have to say, we did edit the song so it was slightly shorter, so we didn’t 
have to dance for as long,” Fiona smiles.

Later on, tribal pipe and drum band Clanadonia performed a rousing 
traditional set. “They’re great because they encourage you to get involved, 
so they get the kids up drumming and dancing with them. It was a really 
good thing for the people who weren’t Scottish too. Everybody loved 
them. And the fire and passion from them is very musical, very powerful.”

Clanadonia drummed everybody outside in time to catch the fireworks 
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A few of our favourite things...

Want to know more about Fiona & Geoff’s wedding?
If you would like to find out more about any of the suppliers involved in this 
wedding please contact us on editorial@reallifeweddings.co.uk

display by 21cc Fireworks. “Geoff [of 21cc Fireworks] does the fi reworks 
at T in the Park. He was great, he put on such a display for us, he went 
beyond the call of duty.”

At the end of the night the guests formed a circle around the newlyweds 
and sang along to ‘One Day Like This’ by Elbow. “I loved that song 
more than anything. We’d seen them play it at the Connect festival a 
couple of years before, and it was just phenomenal. We started to dance 
and it felt like quite a private moment and then all of a sudden we 
realised everyone had formed a circle, but it was a nice feeling; people 
just wanted to show us they’d had a nice time.”

Offi cially, the evening fi nished at 1am, but those staying at Mount 
Stuart carried on the festivities a little longer. “We were all up till about 
3am, having drinks in the library. Which was lovely as it gave us a 
chance to go upstairs and get changed. That’s the only thing about that 
dress – God it was heavy!”

Fiona’s favourite moment from the day is more a feeling than a specifi c 
point in time. “I remember thinking it was a lovely warm group of 
people. And thinking we really have such great friends and family,” she 
recalls, fondly. “I think if you are calm, relaxed and having fun, that’s 
the lasting impression your guests will leave with. Maybe we feel like 
we’re bonded together a bit more than before too.”

MY DRESS “The team at La Novia 
were extremely helpful. They gave 
good advice by offering tips on 

dress shapes and colours to match 
my skin tone, but they left me to 

make the decision in my own 
time and were never pushy.” 

La Novia
Tel: 0131 220 6122 
www.lanovia.co.uk
OUR JAZZ BAND “During 
the meal we had the Jazz in 

Paris Project playing. The 
singer has a French accent 

and she’s very chilled 
out. We knew we 

were keen to have a 

Parisian jazz artist play, and it created a relaxed 
lounge feeling to the day. They even did their 
own rendition of ‘English Rose’ by The Jam, a 
song we had chosen for our service.”

The Jazz in Paris Project
Tel: 07985 472451
www.thejazzinparisproject.com
OUR WEDDING BREAKFAST “Andy Hamer 
and the team at Wilde Thyme delivered 
outstanding quality from start to finish. They 
were working to a really tight schedule but you 
would not have noticed; every meal came out exactly the same 
and everybody raved about the food.”

Wilde Thyme 
Tel: 01764 679736
www.wilde-thyme.co.uk
OUR FLOWERS “Our florist Emma is vibrant, creative and 

stylish, characteristics that exude from 
the displays she produces. She offers 
good advice and ideas but works with 
you to help you achieve the look you’re 
after.”

Coach House Flowers
Tel: 07876 556713 
www.coachhouseflowers.com
OUR STRING QUARTET “They play 
beautiful arrangements and have a vast 
catalogue of songs to choose from. They 

gave brilliant advice on when, and what to play during the 
service to complement it perfectly. They set the standard for 
the rest of the day.”

Cairn String Quartet
Tel: 07968 783440
www.cairnstringquartet.com
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