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Brides have a reputation for obsessing over the 
tiniest of details, and like any project that means 
a lot to you, it’s all too easy to get so wrapped up 

in getting things done and ticking off lists that you lose 
sight of the bigger picture. But for 28-year-old Amie, 
the wedding itself was the least of her worries. She was 
just glad to have fiancé Scott, 28, in one piece after a 
serious climbing accident.

“Scott was up in the Mournes [a mountain range in 
Northern Ireland, where the couple live] a few months 
before the wedding, and slipped and fell 40 metres 
down the rock face,” Amie says. “He thought he’d just 
hurt his leg a bit so he did the walk out. He passed 
two hospitals on the way to the one up the road from 
us because it was the time of the Six Nations decider 
between Wales and Ireland and he figured he’d be 
quickly in and back out for that!” 

When the shock wore off he soon realised his back 
was sore too, and an X-ray 
showed he’d broken it in 
three places. He’d also 
broken his leg and shattered 
his ankle. Which makes it all 
the more incredible that he 
managed the two-hour walk 
to the car and the one-hour 
drive along a bumpy road to 
the hospital! As Amie says, 
“With a broken back you 
shouldn’t be walking at all.”

Civil engineer Scott was in 
hospital for two weeks, where 
his ankle was operated on and he was put in a full back 
cast until the middle of June. “He was still on crutches 
at the start of July,” Amie remembers.

The accident was clearly traumatic and stressful, and 
naturally Scott’s health took precedence over the 
wedding plans. As he recovered, it became easier to see 
the not-so-serious side... “We were all joking that he 
was going to be coming down the aisle on crutches, 
that we’d have to roll him down in a wheelchair. And 
of course everybody was making the joke that he was 
trying to get out of the wedding,” Amie says. 

First impressions
The couple met whilst travelling in Australia. Northern 
Irish Scott had just finished his degree in Belfast and 
Amie had taken a year out after her stint at Edinburgh 
University. “We met on a beach. Scott happened to 
be best friends with a guy I went to uni with,” Amie 
explains. “The first time I saw him he’d just spent two 
weeks in Bali so he was very tanned, and he had one of 
those massive henna tattoos on his arm.”

Amie’s first impression probably wasn’t quite what 
Scott would have hoped for... “I thought he looked 
a little bit camp,” she giggles. “All the other boys had 
said, ‘Oh you’re definitely going to fancy him’, so I 
think I was adamant not to, but then we hit it off.” 

After six heady months in Sydney, the couple travelled 
round New Zealand together with a group of pals, but 
that’s where they parted. “We were going different 
ways around the world; his ticket was for America and 

mine was going to south-
east Asia, so we said our 
goodbyes and hopefully 
we’d see each other 
whenever we got back.”

But Amie’s travelling 
buddy was forced to return 
to the UK, leaving her 
stranded in Singapore. “I 
had a good four months 
to go, on my own. Then 
Scott managed to get his 
ticket changed and flew 

from LA to Singapore, and 
we travelled round together. So he was my knight in 
shining armour.”

Within a week of coming home, Amie, who’s from 
just outside Dundee, decided to relocate to Belfast 
and move in with Scott, and six years later they got 
engaged when Scott popped the question in front of 
his family on Christmas Day. “We’d bought a house 
together, and effectively we’ve lived together since the 
day we met. So I kind of knew it would happen but it 
was a surprise when it did.”

‘With the wedding 
starting at 2pm, I was 

still printing off orders of 
service at midday!’

Amie’s wedding plans took a back seat after 
thrill-seeking fiancé Scott was involved in a 

mountain climbing accident

AMIE HUNTER AND SCOTT NELSON 
WEDDING DATE Saturday 29 August 2009

CEREMONY Old Church of Rannoch, Kinloch Rannoch
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Amie’s bridesmen made sure she enjoyed the build up despite her nerves: 
“They even sang ‘The Final Countdown’ in the car on the way there,” she laughs.

This was the second anxious journey in as many days for Amie; the couple 
had narrowly avoided missing the ferry from Northern Ireland! Amie had 
suddenly realised she’d forgotten her beloved shoes, so they raced home to 
get them. “We literally got on the ferry with the skin of our teeth; one of the 
ferry doors was closing,” she laughs.

As for so many brides, it was the anticipation that brought on Amie’s jitters 
– once she got to the church and the waiting was over, she felt much better.

Amie, who is wildly keen on shoes, had spent some time pondering what 
colour would look best with the boys’ pale blue suits. Having agreed on a tan 
hue, she got a bit of a fright when she walked down the aisle and happened 
to glance down at the best men’s white patent numbers! “We had a good 
giggle about that,” she says.

The longest prayer ever
The couple had a traditional religious service, albeit a pretty relaxed one. 
“Beforehand the minister had asked us if we could each write a little bit 
about how we met, and our relationship. At one point she said, ‘We’re now 
going to pray for Scott and Amie’ and basically it took 20 minutes as she 
told our entire life stories. Thankfully there were funny bits in it, but it was 
like, when is this prayer going to end?”

There were more giggles during the hymns: “I somehow managed to pick 
really high-pitched ones. I love animals so I picked ‘All Things Bright 
And Beautiful’ but I left all 14 verses in. It’s one of these things you don’t 
realise until you’re singing it. So it took about 15 minutes, but that made 
it quite funny.”

After some post-ceremony Pimms and canapés at the hotel, the couple braved 
the blustery weather for a photo shoot down on the beach. “I thought I was 
going to die of the cold but then I didn’t really notice... and the pictures 
turned out really good.”

Amie was nervous about the prospect of having her photo taken, but 
photographer Stuart Craig was so nice that he put her completely at ease. 
“He made me comfortable and he was really happy to do anything we 
wanted him to. He has a great personality and wasn’t in your face at all.”

On top of all that, his photos are pretty good too. As well as taking portraits 
of the happy couple and their guests, Stuart stayed long enough to capture the 
best bits of the pre-dinner speeches. “The two best men did a slideshow that 
was brilliant, and my bridesmen did speeches as well, they were so funny.” 

Scott’s family gave Amie an emotional official welcome, and Amie’s Dad made 
everyone laugh thanks to a couple of cute props. “On the day I was born I was 
given an elephant called Nelly by my Dad and, rather sadly, to this day I still 
have it and sleep with it. It’s a family joke because I used to take her on holiday, 
it’s sort of like my little baby. The joke was that I would have it with me on my 
honeymoon. So my Dad thought it would be nice to buy us matching pink 
and blue elephants for the start of our married lives together.”  

The wedding breakfast was one of the most important aspects of the day for 
Scott and Amie. “Often when a meal is being cooked for large numbers the 
food can be bland and a bit boring,” Amie says. But with an award-winning 
chef on hand, they had no worries on that score. “I have to say, our meal was 
of a five-star standard.”

For starters guests had a choice of cockaleekie soup or melt in the mouth 
haggis, neeps and tatties, a Scottish delicacy that tasted so good it made instant 
fans among the Northern Irish contingent. The main course, roast loin of 
pork, was accompanied by the chef ’s secret cider cream sauce, while the choice 
for dessert was iced caramel pots or another Scottish classic, cranachan.

Homemade karaoke
Once dinner had settled the Eden ceilidh band guided the 64-strong party 
through a fun set of dances. “We had so many people who hadn’t done 
ceilidh dancing before, and the band were great at calling [the instructions] 
out. It was a good laugh; a couple of people were sent flying all over the place 
and got big bruises,” she says.

Scott bravely picked the Art Deco emerald 
engagement ring himself, but clearly chose well: 
“The ring is probably the best thing about getting 
married... second to having him for the rest of my 
life of course!”

With friends and family living in Northern Ireland 
and Scotland, a large contingent was going to have 
to travel wherever they held the celebration. “The 
location was a kind of non-decision because Loch 
Rannoch is so picturesque,” the bride says. The other 
advantage was that Amie’s parents live in the area and 
were able to source local suppliers. Amie and Scott 
soon gave the nearby Dunalastair Hotel the thumbs 
up. “Once we looked round that was it as it’s just so 
lovely. It has a nice traditional, family feel and a great 
atmosphere. And they miraculously had a Saturday 
date free.”

Plus they were able to book the place exclusively 
and make a weekend of it, which would make 
arrangements easier for Scott’s side of the family.

As Scott was in a back brace and leg cast, shopping 
for wedding attire had to be done fairly last-minute. 
On the plus side, because he was housebound he 
had time to do lots of internet shopping, and found 
striking blue suits for himself and the best men on 
the fashion website www.asos.com.

“They were a bargain, just £120 each for a three-
piece, and I would definitely recommend asos. 
The only thing is with mail order you have to get 
the creases steamed out. But they were really good 
quality and the attention to detail on the inside was 
great. They even came with matching shorts, in case 
the weather was hot!” 

A mammoth job
Amie was mildly worried though – when people 
were asked to wear comedy suits to her hen night, a 
friend turned up in one that looked very similar to 
the best men’s!

When it came to her own outfit, Amie was worried 
that she wouldn’t be able to find a dress to suit her 
petite frame; at just five foot and a size six, many 
styles would have swamped her. “My Mum came 
over to look for dresses with me and we started on 
Valentine’s weekend. But every shop we went into, 
they said, ‘If your wedding is this August you’re going 
to need to order today’.”

Which caused a slight panic, but thankfully the 
Tabitha gown by Charlotte Balbier looked and 
felt just right. Having thought that she might go 
for a birdcage-style veil, Amie ended up loving her 
traditional one so much that she even wore it the day 
after the wedding.

The bride-to-be didn’t have to worry about finding 
bridesmaid dresses, since she’d decided to have male 
bridesmaids, or ‘bridesmen’, instead, who wore kilts. 
“James and Murray have been my best friends for the 
last 13 years,” Amie explains. “We always joked that 
if I ever got married they would be my bridesmaids, 
so when it happened I was just like, yep, that’s who I 
want. They did get some slagging for it. And people 
kept asking if they were gay, but they’re not.”

Their main task was to arrange a great hen party 
and the boys managed this no problem. “They were 
good on the morning of the wedding too; I was really 
nervous so they got me gin and tonics.”

It’s perhaps no surprise that Amie was slightly 
stressed; the couple had decided to do all the 
stationery themselves, and with the wedding starting 
at 2pm she was still printing off orders of service at 
midday! “It was a mammoth job, and I regretted it at 
times, like when the computer and the printer broke, 
but I’m very glad I did it, as they were just the way 
we wanted them.”

Meanwhile, as Amie tried to steady her nerves, 
the boys were having a rare old time drinking 
Champagne by the loch, and even went for a quick 
(very cold) dip.

“I had a vintage theme because my 
engagement ring is antique and my 
dress is kind of vintage. I absolutely 
loved my flowers, and kept all the 
colours as quite light pinks and 
greens to stick with the theme. 
Whilst planning the wedding I wasn’t 
too fussed about the flowers but 
after meeting with Emma [of Coach 
House Flowers] – who was so 
enthusiastic and full of great creative 
ideas – I was a flower convert, and 
the flowers were one of the things 
I loved most about the day. My 
bouquet was so gorgeous I was 
sorry when I had to put it down. In 
fact I am having it dried and intend to display it in my house if it 
survives. I really didn’t like flowers until I got married and now I’ve 
become mildly obsessed.”
Although it wasn’t a theme as such, Scott’s climbing accident 
couldn’t be ignored, and the couple had a special cake made for 
the occasion: “For the Sunday our cake-maker Steven made a 
mountain with Scott lying at the bottom.”

schemes & themes

“Definitely try on your dress a good few 
times before the actual day to check 
that you’re perfectly happy with it. 
I don’t think I did that enough.

This will sound vain, but practice posing shots, 
because your dress looks better from certain angles. 
And don’t worry about what other people think; 
as long as you like it, it doesn’t really matter.”  

bride to bride
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When they sent out their invitations, the couple had asked everyone to RSVP 
with three songs they wanted to sing and dance to, in order to create a wedding 
playlist. “Unfortunately we managed to break the volume control just as the 
disco started,” Amie laughs. “We’d been fiddling round with the controls so 
much that we managed to break the speakers in the restaurant. So it was quite 
a quiet disco and ended up being more of a karaoke, which actually made it 
even better. We just asked people to request songs and then danced about 
singing them, you couldn’t even hear the music! ‘Don’t Stop Believing’ and 
‘Total Eclipse Of The Heart’ were two of the best songs.” 

With a break for stovies at 10.30pm, the homemade disco kept everyone 
entertained right through to 2am. And since they had the whole hotel to 
themselves they were able to retire to the comfy sofas for a singsong, with 
Scott’s brother-in-law leading on guitar. 

For both Scott and Amie, one of the best things about the wedding was that 
the festivities lasted the entire weekend. “It was a real party weekend. We’d had 
a barbecue and cocktails the night before, plus a big open house party at my 
parents’ on the Sunday. It was really nice to have the whole weekend, to have 
breakfast with all the guests and go for another swim in the loch...” 

Being on such a high inevitably meant coming back down to reality at some 
point though. “When we came back to Belfast it was so depressing not to have 
the world revolve around you and not have Champagne as your default drink. I 
did get used to that. Having the whole weekend to celebrate, we were spoilt. It 
was so surreal to think that everyone was there for you, it was just brilliant.”

Despite the trauma of Scott’s accident and the stress this put on the couple, for 
Amie it comes with the territory when you share your life with an adrenaline 
junkie. And Scott hasn’t exactly taken it easy since the fall; for his stag do he 
went mountain biking, and he’s just finished a winter climbing expedition. 
Anyway, Scott’s sense of adventure is what his wife admires most about him. 
“We never have a normal holiday, we always do something like mountain 
biking in the desert in California, or kayaking in Slovenia. I love the way he’s 
always looking for adventure; he’s always the risk-taker, looking for something 
exciting to do. Life really is action packed with him.”  

OUR FLOWERS The bride-to-be fell in love with all 
things floral thanks to the creativity and enthusiasm 
of her florist Emma Harvey. She eventually opted for 
purple and pink roses with lots of greenery, and had 
some pearls wound round her bouquet to tie in with 
the vintage theme. 
Coach House Flowers
Tel: 07876 556 713 
www.coachhouseflowers.com

OUR STATIONERY “I decided to do all the invites, 
orders of service and name cards myself. We had 
taken some 
lovely photos 
whilst on visits 
to Loch Rannoch 
and wanted to 

include them to make the stationery personal. It was 
a mammoth job but in the end I am very glad I did it. 
They were just the way we wanted them.” 
 
OUR WEDDING BREAKFAST “Having excellent 
food for the wedding breakfast was very important to 
us and was a major consideration when choosing the 
venue. And even though the portions were big, most 
guests left the table with clean plates!”  
The Dunalastair Hotel
Tel: 01882 632 323 
www.dunalastair.co.uk

MY VEIL The bride’s Joyce Jackson designed 
headpiece was recommended by the ladies at Bows 
Bridal Boutique [in Belfast], where Amie bought her 
dress. ”It has little crystals in it, which matched the 

dress. I loved it so much!” 
Joyce Jackson Bridal Veils
Tel: 01745 343 689 
www.joycejacksonbridalveils.co.uk 

MY JEWELLERY “The seamstress 
[in Belfast] who made some 
alterations on my dress also made 
my jewellery and hairpieces to 
finish off the look.” 
Paeonia Couture 
Tel: 02890 457 516 
www.paeoniacouture.co.uk

“I wanted to make sure that somebody could put my hair 
up for me, because I’m rubbish with it. In the end the local 
hairdresser Shelagh did it for me and it looked gorgeous, 
especially once she had put in the specially made hair slides. 
But I was stressed because I’m rubbish with my hair, I just 
can’t do anything artistic with it.”

My biggest wedding worry?

Scott being fully fit for the big day 
after his accident. And my hair!

“We went to Marrakech on a mini-
moon for five days, and stayed 
in the most amazing hotel called 
Maison MK, which is in a riad, right 
beside the big main square in 
Marrakech. Riads are built around 
courtyards in the middle – each 
one had six five-star rooms and 
you get your own waiter. We had 
private dinners on the rooftop, 
it was lovely. We’ve still to have 
a proper honeymoon; we’re 
milking it for all it’s worth!”

how we honeymooned

Amie & Scott

A few of our favourite things...

Want to know more about Amie & Scott’s wedding?

If you would like to find out more about any of the suppliers 
involved in this wedding please contact us on
editorial@reallifeweddings.co.uk

R
L

W

RLW SUMMER 2010www.reallifeweddings.co.uk 145

A
M

IE
 &

 SC
O

T
T

’S SU
P

P
L
IE

R
S

The Coach House, Grandtully, Perthshire, PH9 0PL
t: 07876 556713  e: info@coachhouseflowers.com

www.coachhouseflowers.com


